A CODE OF ETHICS FOR CHRISTIAN WITNESS

A Guide for Personal Evangelism

1. As Christians called by the living God, we seek first of all to honor him and his ethical standards in all of our private
and public lives, including our efforts to persuade others to believe the good news about Jesus Christ.

2. As Christian evangelists, we seek to follow the mandate, motives, message, and model of our God who is always
pursuing and reclaiming those who are lost in sin and rebellion against him.

3. We believe all people are created in God's image and therefore endowed with the capacity to be in relationship with
their Creator and Redeemer. We disavow any effort to influence people which depersonalise or deprive them of their
inherent value as persons.

4. Respecting the value of persons, we believe all people worthy of hearing the gospel of this loving Lord Jesus Christ. We
equally affirm the inalienable right of every person to survey other options and convert to or choose a different belief
system.

5. We believe in the gospel of Jesus Christ, and affirm the role and goal of the Christian evangelist. However, we do not
believe that this justifies any means to fulfill that end. Hence, we disavow the use of any coercive techniques or
manipulative appeals which bypass a person's critical faculties, play on psychological weaknesses, undermine
relationship with family or religious institutions, or mask the true nature of Christian conversion.

6. While respecting the individual integrity, intellectual honesty, and academic freedom of other believers and skeptics,
we seek to proclaim Christ openly. We reveal our own identity and purpose, our theological positions and sources of
information, and will not be intentionally misleading. Respect for human integrity means no false advertising, no
personal aggrandizement from successfully persuading others to follow Jesus, and no overly emotional appeals which
minimise reason and evidence.

7. As Christian evangelists, we seek to embrace people of other religious persuasions in true dialogue. That is, we
acknowledge our common humanity as equally sinful, equally needy, and equally dependent on the grace of God we
proclaim. We seek to listen sensitively in order to understand, and thus divest our witness of any stereotypes or fixed

formulae which are barriers to true dialogue.

8. As Christian evangelists, we accept the obligation to admonish one who represents the Christian faith in any manner
incompatible with these ethical guidelines.

Revised by Doug Whallon from ‘A Code of Ethics for the Christian Evangelist’, from original document compiled and edited by Dietrich
Gruen.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Doing Evangelism Ethically, Gavin Wakefield (Grove Evangelism Series 108).

FOR REFLECTION

What would you add or subtract from this ‘Code of Ethics'?

How would you implement such a code in your context?
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CHRISTIAN WITNESS IN A World Council of Churches

Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue

MULTI-RELIGIOUS WORLD World Evangelical Alliance

Recommendations for Conduct

Preamble

Mission belongs to the very being of the church. Proclaiming the word of God and witnessing to the world is essential for
every Christian. At the same time, it is necessary to do so according to gospel principles, with full respect and love for al
human beings.

Aware of the tensions between people and communities of different religious convictions and the varied interpretations of
Christian witness, the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue (PCID), the World Council of Churches (WCC) and, at the
invitation of the WCC, the World Evangelical Alliance (WEA), met during a period of five years to reflect and produce this
document to serve as a set of recommendations for conduct on Christian witness around the world. This document does
not intend to be a theological statement on mission but to address practical issues associated with Christian witness in a
multi-religious world.

The purpose of this document is to encourage churches, church councils and mission agencies to reflect on their current
practices and to use the recommendations in this document to prepare, where appropriate, their own guidelines for their
witness and mission among those of different religions and among those who do not profess any particular religion. It is
hoped that Christians across the world will study this document in the light of their own practices in witnessing to their
faith in Christ, both by word and deed.

A Basis for Christian Witness

1. For Christians it is a privilege and joy to give an accounting for the hope that is within them and to do so with
gentleness and respect (cf. 1 Peter 3:15).

2. Jesus Christ is the supreme witness (cf. John 18:37). Christian witness is always a sharing in his witness, which takes the
form of proclamation of the kingdom, service to neighbour and the total gift of self even if that act of giving leads to
the cross. Just as the Father sent the Son in the power of the Holy Spirit, so believers are sent in mission to witness in
word and action to the love of the triune God.

3. The example and teaching of Jesus Christ and of the early church must be the guides for Christian mission. For two
millennia Christians have sought to follow Christ’s way by sharing the good news of God’s kingdom (cf. Luke 4:16-20).

4. Christian witness in a pluralistic world includes engaging in dialogue with people of different religions and cultures (cf.
Acts 17:22-28).

5. In some contexts, living and proclaiming the gospel is difficult, hindered or even prohibited, yet Christians are
commissioned by Christ to continue faithfully in solidarity with one another in their witness to him (cf. Matthew 28:19-
20; Mark 16:14-18; Luke 24:44-48; John 20:21; Acts 1:8).

6. If Christians engage in inappropriate methods of exercising mission by resorting to deception and coercive means, they
betray the gospel and may cause suffering to others. Such departures call for repentance and remind us of our need
for God's continuing grace (cf. Romans 3:23).

7. Christians affirm that while it is their responsibility to witness to Christ, conversion is ultimately the work of the Holy
Spirit (cf. John 16:7-9; Acts 10:44-47). They recognize that the Spirit blows where the Spirit wills in ways over which no
human being has control (cf. John 3:8).

Principles

Christians are called to adhere to the following principles as they seek to fulfil Christs commission in an appropriate

manner, particularly within interreligious contexts.

1. Acting in God's love Christians believe that God is the source of all love and, accordingly, in their witness they are
called to live lives of love and to love their neighbour as themselves (cf. Matthew 22:34-40; John 14:15).

2. Imitating Jesus Christ In all aspects of life, and especially in their witness, Christians are called to follow the example
and teachings of Jesus Christ, sharing his love, giving glory and honour to God the Father in the power of the Holy Spirit
(cf. John 20:21-23).

3. Christian virtues Christians are called to conduct themselves with integrity, charity, compassion and humility, and to
overcome all arrogance, condescension and disparagement (cf. Galatians 5:22).
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Acts of service and justice Christians are called to act justly and to love tenderly (cf. Micah 6:8). They are further called
to serve others and in so doing to recognize Christ in the least of their sisters and brothers (cf. Matthew 25:45). Acts of
service, such as providing education, health care, relief services and acts of justice and advocacy are an integral part of
witnessing to the gospel. The exploitation of situations of poverty and need has no place in Christian outreach.
Christians should denounce and refrain from offering all forms of allurements, including financial incentives and
rewards, in their acts of service.

Discernment in ministries of healing As an integral part of their witness to the gospel, Christians exercise ministries of
healing. They are called to exercise discernment as they carry out these ministries, fully respecting human dignity and
ensuring that the vulnerability of people and their need for healing are not exploited.

Rejection of violence Christians are called to reject all forms of violence, even psychological or social, including the
abuse of power in their witness. They also reject violence, unjust discrimination or repression by any religious or
secular authority, including the violation or destruction of places of worship, sacred symbols or texts.

Freedom of religion and belief Religious freedom including the right to publicly profess, practice, propagate and
change one’s religion flows from the very dignity of the human person which is grounded in the creation of all human
beings in the image and likeness of God (cf. Genesis 1:26). Thus, all human beings have equal rights and
responsibilities. Where any religion is instrumentalized for political ends, or where religious persecution occurs,
Christians are called to engage in a prophetic witness denouncing such actions.

Mutual respect and solidarity Christians are called to commit themselves to work with all people in mutual respect,
promoting together justice, peace and the common good. Interreligious cooperation is an essential dimension of such
commitment.

Respect for all people Christians recognize that the gospel both challenges and enriches cultures. Even when the
gospel challenges certain aspects of cultures, Christians are called to respect all people. Christians are also called to
discern elements in their own cultures that are challenged by the gospel.

Renouncing false witness Christians are to speak sincerely and respectfully; they are to listen in order to learn about
and understand others’ beliefs and practices, and are encouraged to acknowledge and appreciate what is true and
good in them. Any comment or critical approach should be made in a spirit of mutual respect, making sure not to bear
false witness concerning other religions.

Ensuring personal discernment Christians are to acknowledge that changing one’s religion is a decisive step that must
be accompanied by sufficient time for adequate reflection and preparation, through a process ensuring full personal
freedom.

Building interreligious relationships Christians should continue to build relationships of respect and trust with people
of different religions so as to facilitate deeper mutual understanding, reconciliation and cooperation for the common
good.

Recommendations

The Third Consultation organized by the World Council of Churches and the PCID of the Holy See in collaboration with
World Evangelical Alliance with participation from the largest Christian families of faith (Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant,
Evangelical and Pentecostal), having acted in a spirit of ecumenical cooperation to prepare this document for
consideration by churches, national and regional confessional bodies and mission organizations, and especially those
working in interreligious contexts, recommends that these bodies:

1.

Study the issues set out in this document and where appropriate formulate guidelines for conduct regarding Christian
witness applicable to their particular contexts. Where possible this should be done ecumenically, and in consultation
with representatives of other religions.

Build relationships of respect and trust with people of all religions, in particular at institutional levels between
churches and other religious communities, engaging in on-going interreligious dialogue as part of their Christian
commitment. In certain contexts, where years of tension and conflict have created deep suspicions and breaches of
trust between and among communities, interreligious dialogue can provide new opportunities for resolving conflicts,
restoring justice, healing of memories, reconciliation and peace-building.

Encourage Christians to strengthen their own religious identity and faith while deepening their knowledge and
understanding of different religions, and to do so also taking into account the perspectives of the adherents of those
religions. Christians should avoid misrepresenting the beliefs and practices of people of different religions.

. Cooperate with other religious communities engaging in interreligious advocacy towards justice and the common good

and, wherever possible, standing together in solidarity with people who are in situations of conflict.

Call on their governments to ensure that freedom of religion is properly and comprehensively respected, recognizing
that in many countries religious institutions and persons are inhibited from exercising their mission.
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6. Pray for their neighbours and their well-being, recognizing that prayer is integral to who we are and what we do, as
well as to Christ's mission.

Appendix: Background to the Document

1. In today’s world there is increasing collaboration among Christians and between Christians and followers of different
religions. The Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue (PCID) of the Holy See and the World Council of Churches’
Programme on Interreligious Dialogue and Co-operation (WCCIRDC) have a history of such collaboration. Examples of
themes on which the PCID/WCC-IRDC have collaborated in the past are: Interreligious Marriage (1994-1997),
Interreligious Prayer (1997-1998) and African Religiosity (2000-2004). This document is a result of their work together.

2. There are increasing interreligious tensions in the world today, including violence and the loss of human life. Politics,
economics and other factors play a role in these tensions. Christians too are sometimes involved in these conflicts,
whether voluntarily or involuntarily, either as those who are persecuted or as those participating in violence. In
response to this the PCID and WCC-IRDC decided to address the issues involved in a joint process towards producing
shared recommendations for conduct on Christian witness. The WCC-IRDC invited the World Evangelical Alliance (WEA)
to participate in this process, and they have gladly done so.

3. Initially two consultations were held: the first, in Lariano, Italy, in May 2006, was entitled “Assessing the Reality” where
representatives of different religions shared their views and experiences on the question of conversion. A statement
from the consultation reads in part: “We affirm that, while everyone has a right to invite others to an understanding of
their faith, it should not be exercised by violating others’ rights and religious sensibilities. Freedom of religion enjoins
upon all of us the equally non-negotiable responsibility to respect faiths other than our own, and never to denigrate,
vilify or misrepresent them for the purpose of affirming superiority of our faith.”

4. The second, an inter-Christian consultation, was held in Toulouse, France, in August 2007, to reflect on these same
issues. Questions on Family and Community, Respect for Others, Economy, Marketing and Competition, and Violence
and Politics were thoroughly discussed. The pastoral and missionary issues around these topics became the
background for theological reflection and for the principles developed in this document. Each issue is important in its
own right and deserves more attention that can be given in these recommendations.

5. The participants of the third (inter-Christian) consultation met in Bangkok, Thailand, from 25-28, January, 2011 and
finalized this document.
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APPRECIATIVE INQUIRY EVANGELISM

Bob Robinson

The way we've been sharing the gospel with people is through the means of telling them they are sinners in need of a
savior. While this is very true for all of us, it is not the best way, all the time, for sharing the gospel.

What if we reframe the gospel presentation around the fact that the gospel is‘good news?’ What if we approached people
in a way that will open them up to the grace and love and hope found in Jesus Christ rather than immediately putting them
on the defensive?

In the following posts, | am going to apply a new way of interacting with people (especially in the business world), called
‘Appreciative Inquiry,’ to the task of evangelism. This paradigm shift has a lot of potential for evangelism.

Think about sharing the gospel with someone in a paradigm that embraces these two words:

e Ap-pre’ci-ate, v., 1. valuing; the act of recognizing the best in people or the world around us; affirming past and present
strengths, successes, and potentials; to perceive those things that give life (health, vitality, excellence) to living
systems 2. to increase in value, e.g. the economy has appreciated in value. Synonyms: VALUING, PRIZING, ESTEEMING,
and HONORING.

¢ In-quire’, v, 1. the act of exploration and discovery. 2. To ask questions; to be open to seeing new potentials and
possibilities. Synonyms: DISCOVERY, SEARCH, and SYSTEMATIC EXPLORATION, STUDY.

What if we saw people not primarily as sinners, but as image-bearers? How would our evangelism look different if we
appreciated all people, affirming their past and present strengths and successes? What if we valued people as human
beings first rather than as merely possible candidates to become Christians? What if instead of seeing people as inherently
flawed that we saw them with inherent potential?

And...
What if our interaction with people helped them explore and discover those potentialities and possibilities that God wants
to flourish in them? What if we could introduce them to the Redeemer of all things, Jesus Christ, who wants to restore us to

our image-bearing glory? What if we framed the gospel around a desired destiny rather than a defeatist depravity?

This ‘Appreciative Inquiry Evangelism’ (AIE) can revolutionize the way we share the gospel in a postmodern culture.
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Our Theological Grid Determines Our Evangelism

The way we do evangelism is based on our theological grid.

THEOLOGICAL GRID #1:

Every human being is thoroughly depraved. Each person is in rebellion against God, in enmity with God, and deserves the
wrath of God. Everything he or she does is tainted by sin, and nothing he or she does pleases God. A person’s rightful
destiny is Hell. This world is so fallen that it is destined to be destroyed. The only hope for each person is to realize his or
her sinfulness and turn to God for forgiveness, believing in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins. When a
person does this, he or she is assured to escape from this fallen world, be spared of Hell, and guaranteed a place in heaven
with God.

Most of these theological assertions are true (though I think that this world is not destined for destruction but rather for
renewal, and that the destiny of Christians is not to escape this world, but for God to renew the earth so that He will dwell
here with us).

I’'m not questioning these theological assertions as much as | am questioning their use in evangelism in our postmodern
21st Century culture. If we approach people with this theological grid guiding our methods, we inevitably feel compelled to
explain to them this theological grid. We have called this ‘proclamation of the gospel.’

If we approach people with this theological grid, we will get certain results. Some will repent of their sins and confess that
they need Jesus Christ as Savior. Others will see our religion as judgmental. Still others will react negatively and see our
religion as disconnected with the real lives that they are trying to live. Ask yourself, How do | react when somebody
confronts me with the worst of who | am and seeks to force me to admit it? What do I think of people who believe that their
calling is to point out other people’s faults so that they can fix them?

The evangelism method that we've been using tells people they have problems. The ‘good news’ we proclaim is based first
on the ‘bad news’ that they are a mess. Ask yourself, Is there a problem with only focusing on the problems?

Now, watch as we start with a different theological grid...

THEOLOGICAL GRID #2:

Every human being is created in the image of God. Each person is a special creation of God, unique in his or her potential
contribution to the rest of God'’s creation. Each person is inter-relational, meant to be connected with God and with other
people, for the good of the creation. God’s greatest desire is to bring out the very best in each person. This very best is
intrinsically connected with the work of Jesus Christ in reconciling each person in deep relationship with God and
reconnecting each person to others in myriad networks of authentic relationships. God is in the process of redeeming all of
Creation for his glory. A person’s best possible destiny is to live glorified on a renewed and redeemed earth. God is already
at work in people’s lives to pull them into the potential he has for them in the context of redeemed relationships. In order
for people to move into their glorious destiny, a major change must occur to the status quo of that person’s life and to the
common assumptions this person has about how life works. The person needs to yield to God'’s re-creation of him or her
into somebody very new and very different. That re-creation is key to the transformation of the world.

I believe that all of these theological assertions are also true.

So, what if my evangelistic conversations were framed around exploring and discovering what God is already doing in this
person? What if | started with asking appreciative questions that reframes the conversation so that we can approach the
positive change that God wants to accomplish in a person?

e What is your vision of what a better world would be?

e What do you think is your unique contribution to the world, to your friendships, in your workplace, to your family?

e When have you experienced being closer to what you think God wants you to be?

e What do you envision as your purpose in God's desires for the world?

e What do you think is your current destiny, and what do you think God wants it to be?
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Using Appreciative Inquiry to Discern Structure and Direction

Most evangelistic tools start with the theological grid that begins with the Fall and ends with Redemption. This is what
Mike Metzger, of The Clapham Institute calls a ‘Two Chapter Gospel.’ It leaves out chapter one (Creation) and chapter four
(Restoration or Consummation). Appreciative Inquiry Evangelism seeks to discern, through positive conversation, those
two missing chapters in a person’s life.

In order to honor the fullness of the ‘Four Chapter Gospel,’ our evangelism needs to move beyond a truncated gospel
proclamation of just Fall and Salvation. Our gospel is larger than that, so our evangelism needs to be larger than that as
well. We must include all four chapters of God's story of Recreation. Those chapters are:

Creation God created all things and called them ‘very good.’ This created cosmos, therefore, has a creational structure or
order to it. This is the Shalom peace that God originally intended. Cornelius Plantinga writes that Shalom is‘the webbing
together of God, humans, and all creation in justice, fulfillment, and delight..Shalom means universal flourishing,
wholeness and delight - a rich state of affairs in which natural needs are satisfied and natural gifts fruitfully employed, a
state of affairs that inspires joyful wonder as its Creator and Savior opens doors and welcomes the creatures in whom

he delights. Shalom, in other words, is the way things ought to be! (Not the Way it's Supposed to Be, Eerdmans, 1995, p. 10)
Our evangelism must start here: exploring with people how they understand how things ought to be, helping a person
discern their creational image-bearing goodness hidden in the fallenness of their depravity, affirming that God has created
them as special human beings with much to offer.

Fall We now all experience the perversion, pollution, and disintegration of Shalom due to humanity’s rebellion against the
intended purposes of God. Because of the Fall, the creational structure or order of all things has been redirected in‘a
sinful deviation from that structural ordinance’ (Albert Wolters, Creation Regained, Eerdmans, 1985, 2005 p. 88). Our
evangelism must help a person understand and own their own culpability in this perversion of Gods intended purposes
for his creation.

Redemption In God's grace, he has determined to redeem human beings, in order to restore the entire cosmos. God’s
grace is restoring all of nature, ‘renewing conformity to God's creational order’ (Wolters, p. 88). Therefore the redemption
of people must be seen as the central part of God's intention to redeem all of creation. Our evangelism often conveys that
God wants to save people from the created structure, when in fact God wants to save people from the perverse deviation
of God’s structural order. He also wants to create a people who will be instrumental in redirecting this sinful deviation
toward his intended purposes. As we read in Colossians,

He (Jesus Christ) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by him all things were created:
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were
created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body,
the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the
supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. (Colossians 1:15-20)

Our evangelism, then, must not be about promises of escape from this earthly experience into some heavenly bliss. It must
be about joining in with God's intended purposes for his creation. God is calling a people to be his redemptive agents in
the world today.

Restoration We all know how transformative it is to have a clear vision of the way things can be. This is true of evangelism
as well. Part of our call to reach people is to call them into the hope of the eschatological future God holds for us all. Aswe
see the way things will be, it calls us to, as much as we possibly can, bring that future into the present in small and large
ways. Our evangelistic message of hope, therefore, is not a spiritual life divorced of the material world around us (as Greek
Platonist philosophy would have us believe), but the message of hope for this created world, the world that God called
‘very good’ will be restored, and we will have a place in it.

Therefore, our Apprecitative Inquires with people will help them discern ‘structure’ (that is, the way things were meant to
be, ‘Shalom’) and ‘direction’ (the way things have been perverted, polluted, or disintegrated). But it does not end there. We
ask people to join in God's ‘redirection’ (that is, the redemption of all things back on the course God intends for them) and
we help them envision a world where everything is the way God intends it to be.

As Albert Wolters writes, ‘What was formed in creation has been historically deformed by sin and must be reformed in
Christ." (Creation Regained, Eerdmans, p. 91). We are inviting people into the reformation of all things.
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Appreciative Inquiry - an Overview

Appreciative Inquiry was designed by David Cooperrider and Suresh Srivastva in 1980 at Case Western University.
Cooperrider studied the Cleveland Clinic's organizational behavior by focusing just on the life-centric factors contributing
to the highly effective functioning of the clinic when it was at its best. Instead of dealing primarily with problems and
seeking solutions to these problems in the organizational life of this institution, the focus was on that which could be
appreciated and life-giving. The Cleveland Clinic became the first large site where a conscious decision to use an inquiry
focusing on life-giving factors formed the basis for an organizational analysis.

Cooperrider and Srivastva define Appreciative Inquiry (Al) as a strategy for intentional change that identifies the best of
‘what is’ to pursue dreams and possibilities of ‘what could be.’ This is done in the context of interactive collaborative
relationships; a cooperative search for the strengths, passions and life-giving forces that are found within every system
and that hold potential for inspired, positive change. This has become a revolutionary way of managing organizations and
people.

Al is a way of collecting and celebrating ‘good news stories’ of a community; these stories serve to enhance cultural
identity, spirit and vision. Through these positive stories, the inquiry moves that community to identifying the best and
highest qualities in organizational systems, particular situations, and in other human beings. Al focuses on an appreciation
for the ‘mystery of being’ (a term coined by Christian philosopher Gabriel Marcel) and a ‘reverence for life’ (a term
borrowed directly from Albert Schweitzer).

As I've studied this new way of moving organizations toward positive change, | am reminded that the gospel is about
positive change. The ‘good news' is the story of how God is redeeming his creation, starting with the restoration of the
image of God in humanity. The strength of Appreciative Inquiry is found in its determination to find that which gives life.
The focus is on identifying potential and bringing out the best in people.

I've been in search of a new way of doing outreach that affirms the image of God in people, encouraging them to submit to
God's grace of restoring this imago Dei through Jesus Christ.

I have found that asking positive questions that draw out the best in people and then pointing people to the glorious
destiny of creation that God intends opens and encourages gospel-centered conversations more than solely negative-

based proclamation about sin and judgment.

Perhaps Al is a tool we can learn from toward this end.
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How to Have an Appreciative Inquiry Evangelistic Conversation

The strength of Appreciative Inquiry is that it focuses on positives rather than negatives in the pursuit of change.

The presumption is that, yes, there needs to be change. Things are not the way they should be. By focusing in on things we
can affirm, we are not denying the Fall. Instead, we are shifting our sole focus from the Fall to Creation.

Theologically, when we practice affirmative inquiry, we are saying that the essential nature of humanity is not our
depravity but our being created in the image of God. For far too long, our evangelism efforts have started with our
falleness, our sinfulness. While our sinfulness is certainly true, it is not the beginning of the story of humanity; the
story begins with our uniqueness as image-bearers. The story begins with telling us about God's glorious intention for
humanity: that we would shine forth His glory as we reflect His loving essence.

However, we must be honest while we do this. The goal is not to gloss over where we fall short of that glory. The goal is not
mindless happy talk. We can't ignore the real problems in the world and in our own personal lives. The goal is to approach
these issues from the other side, the side that says God is willing and able to empower those who yield to Him to grow
spiritually. This spiritual growth is called ‘conversion’ or ‘transformation’ or ‘redemption’ or even ‘salvation.’

The goal of evangelistic conversations, then, shifts from (initially and primarily) laying guilt on someone about how awful
they are. The goal, instead, is to affirm how God has uniquely created, has been calling, and has been molding each person
to be what God wants them to be. There are four stages of Appreciative Inquiry.

Appreciative Inquiry
‘4D Cycle’ / ) \
1. Discovery
Tell me about times when you
have experienced living in a way
that loves others, when you
served others, or cared for the
world around you. When God
looks upon your life, what do you
think makes him smile and nod

\\ affirmatively? /
/ 4. Destiny \ / \

In a redeemed future, people live 2. Dream
in peace and harmony with God What do you think is God’s vision
and each other on a renewed of a better world? In a world that
earth. We move toward that future is the way God intends it to be,
as we live that way in the present. what do you think God would have
What can you do to connect with you doing? What would be your
God and people in community so unique contribution and purpose
that you can positively move in God’'s redeemed world?
\\ toward that destiny? / \\ /

3. Design

When you think of Jesus as
redeemer (the One who can make
the world the way God intends it

to be), what does that mean to
you? What will it take for you to
trust that Jesus can design your

life in the way that is God's

intended purpose for you?
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Here | offer one suggestion as to how to lead a person through Al in an evangelistic conversation. You can tailor these
steps if you feel you need to highlight another aspect of the gospel with a particular person or group.

1. DISCOVERY

We help them discover positive things that would glorify God if put to the right use. We steer them away from selfish
ambition and toward the things that serve others and cares for the Creation. We begin our inquiry by saying, ‘Tell me about
times when you have experienced living in a way that loves others - when you served others, or cared for the world around
you.’ ‘When God looks upon your life, what do you think makes him smile and nod affirmatively?

2. DREAM

Once we do that, we can help the person dream about what a future could look like if they yielded to God so that they can
be all that God intends them to be. As we ask people about what they see as their future, we communicate to them that
God is about hope. We move a person into an eschatological understanding of God that is not primarily about Armageddon
and being ‘Left Behind,’ but into a positive vision of the way God intends things to be. We continue our inquiry by asking,
‘What do you think is God'’s vision of a better world?’ ‘In a world that is the way God intends it to be, what do you think God
would have you doing?' ‘What would be your unique contribution and purpose in God’s redeemed world?’

3. DESIGN

This is where the rubber meets the road. Here we need to help the person understand God's way of designing this future
vision. We continue through affirmative inquiry to do so, by asking, ‘The Bible says that Jesus Christ is the Redeemer of all
things. When you think of Jesus as redeemer (as the One who can make the world the way God intends it to be), what does
that mean to you?' ‘When you think of the way Jesus lived, died, and resurrected, what does that say about the love of God
and his intentions about the world?’ The goal here is to help a person come to their own realization (by the conviction of
the Holy Spirit) that the world and themselves are not what God intends and that Jesus is the way to make things right. The
design phase only is worthwhile if the person yields to God's design for their lives (through their faith in the person of
Jesus Christ). A person'’s personal design for life will fall short of God's glorious intentions without the Lordship of Christ.
The goal is to reframe a person’s understanding - they will most likely think of Christianity as an institutional killjoy. While
that often is the case(!), the person of Jesus Christ came that we would have life in abundance. Jesus' resurrection assures
us that God is working toward renewing the creation. Jesus needs to be seen as the person’s personal guide into God's
good intentions and dreams for them and the world, instead of a religion that snuffs out dreams. We need to ask, ‘What
will it take for you to trust that Jesus can design your life in the way that is God’s intended purpose for you?’ The key issue
here is trust. For many people, it is not an easy thing to trust in God. We must gently help them to open their hearts to
God. They must decide that their personal design for life is contrary to God's design and turn toward God's design instead
(this is repentance).

4, DESTINY

Real change means sustainability. The Destiny Phase of Al suggests that what is absolutely needed is a network-like
structure that creates a convergence zone for people to empower one another - to connect, cooperate, and co-create. We
are not converted as individuals; we need to be converted into a community that walks with us toward a shared destiny,
one in which we all contribute and which needs others in order to arrive at it. This is the beauty of the body of Christ. The
eschatological future is not about persons experiencing individualistic bliss in some ethereal heavenly realm. The
eschatological future is where God and His People (plural) all live in Shalom harmony on a redeemed earth. This destiny is
arrived at in community. So, we ask, ‘In a redeemed future, people live in peace and harmony with God and each other on
a renewed earth. We move toward that future as we live that way in the present. What can you do to connect with God and
people in community so that you can positively move toward that destiny?’

Bob Robinson serves the CCO as Area Director for Northern Ohio. He supervises and mentors campus workers placed strategically on
university and college campuses. He is also an integral part of the CCO’s team that trains campus ministry staff in innovative ways to
reach a new generation for Christ. Bob has extensive experience in developing visionary ministries and is always rethinking innovative
ways to produce Christian spiritual formation. His website and blog, vanguardchurch.com, has become a leading resource for innovative
ways to reach out to a postmodern generation.
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THE FIVE THRESHOLDS

Adapted from Pathways to Jesus, Shaupp/Everts

Threshold 1

TRUSTING A CHRISTIAN

Threshold 2

BECOMING CURIOUS ABOUT JESUS

Threshold 3

OPENING UP TO CHANGE

Threshold 4

SEEKING AFTER GOD

Threshold 5

ENTERING THE KINGDOM

The move from distrust to trust

The move from apathetic to
curious

The move from being closed to
change in their lives to open to
change

The move from meandering to
seeking (seekers have an uregency
to their seeking

The move form darkness to light

‘The best conversations with non-
Christians rarely occur inside our
churches or at an event designed
for seekers.’ p.42

‘One of the greatest acts of love we
can give is to ask good questions
and help our friends learn to ask
more questions for themselves. We
live in an age of far too much
information, too few good
questions.’ p.54

‘One reason why this part of the
journey is so difficult is that it
dawns on our friends that hey need
to see the world in a new light.
Questioning your own world view
and contemplating the Christian
perspective for yourself is
revolutionary. It can mean coming
to terms with deep-seated
dissatisfactions and unanswered
questions and disappointments.’
p.71

‘True seekers have an urgency and
purpose to their seeking. Phantom
seekers lack urgency. True seekers
seek Jesus not just God, count the
cost, spend time with Christians.’ p.

‘The ripeness of the fruit deserves
our attention and urgency. Every
farmer knows this; leave the fruit
on the vine too long and it will
spoil.” p.114

e Avoid knee jerk reactions to
distrust (defend, bruise, avoid,
judge, argue).

e Embrace kingdom habits to
build trust (pray, learn, bond,
affirm, welcome).

e Ask questions.

e Use parables found in
contemporary life e.g. art,
cinema, best sellers, box sets,
news.

e Live curiously: counter cultural

actions, practice Christian
community; go to church; pray.

e Be patient.

e Challenge like Jesus challenged
(enter the pain of the broken
and honest; mobilize the self-
pitying and fearful; agitate the
complacent and glib with truth;
connect the dots for the
confused and befuddled)

e Live out the kingdom in front of
them (show them how to build
their lives on Jesus’ words;
open up your prayer life to
them; provide satisfying
answers to their questions;
model seeking).

e Create safe places for seeking

(guiding seekers v. seeker
sensitive)

e Be appropriately urgent. Invite
them to respond to Jesus.

e Be clear, but don't oversimplify.

e Be aware that spiritual warfare
is at its height here.
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